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see him at Arrajan and eulogized him in a number of kasidas, one of them beginn-
ing thus:

Be patient or impatient under suffering, thy passion vull still appear; thy tears ma\ How or
not. 'mill still be seen that thou art weeping.

In this poem he manages the transition to his subject in the following manner :

To Arjan. my rapid steeds ! such is my Grm resolution, which leaves the spears (of all opjj'j-
sers) broken behind it. Had I acted as >ou (my slothful steeds) desired, }our troop had ne\er
cloven the clouds of dust (but staid at home in idleness). Hasten to Abu 1-Fadl ! to him \\hose
aspect relieves me from my vow 1 no richer ocean in pearls (virtues) is ever visited bj man (2),
The human race gave their opinion (fatwa) that his aspect (would release me from the COM* of
visiting the ocean), and God forbid that I should be restrained or should abstain (from its
fulfilment) ! I have formed a bracelet for the hand which first waves to announce Ibn al-Amid,
and for the first servant who (at his sight) cries (with exultation] : Allah akbar (God is great] \

The same poem contains the following passage:

\Vho will tell the Arabs of the desert that, on leaving them, I saw (in one man] Aristotle and
Alexander ? They sacrificed for my table their camels ten months pregnant, but one man gave
me hospitality who used to sacrifice bags of gold for his guest. I then heard a deep student in
the books of Ptolemy, ^ho ruled with sovereign power, and who understood, equally well, the
customs and the life of the desert and of the town; (united in him) I met all the men of talent
(of ancient days); God seems to have restored us their persons and their times; they were first
drawn up in order, like sums for calculation; then came the amount, because you (0 learned
vizir /) came the last (3).

This is one of the most exquisite kastdas ever composed! Ibn al-Hamadani says,
in his Oy&n as-Siar (4), that Ibn al-Amid rewarded the poet with three thousand
dinars. In this piece, al-Mutanabbi gives but one r to Arraj&n, although it should
have two, according to al-Jauhari [vol. I. p. 22) in his Sahdh, al-Hazimi (p. 11 of
this vol.) in his Ma ittafak lafzuhu wa iftarak musammdhu (or synonyms}, and Ibn al-
Jawaliki (5) in his Alughrib. We have already spoken of this kastda in the life of
Abu '1-Fadl Jaafar Ibn al-Furat [vol. L p. 319), and mentioned that it was composed
in honour of that vizir when the author was in Egypt; al-Mutanabbi, however, being
dissatisfied with his conduct, did not recite it to him, but, having gone to Fars, he
changed it to the address of Ibn al-Amid. Abu Nasr Ibd al-Aziz Ibn Nubata as-Saadi
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